





A Red Cross nurse prepares SK2 Jeff Perkins fora 
blood donation while CWO2 J.P. Simpson looks on. 
Coast Guard personnel from the Second District 
Office, Base St. Louis, MSO St. Louis, Coast Guard 
Recruiting, and some dependents donated 47 pints 
of blood. 


Another drive is scheduled for June. A big thank 
you goes to all those that participated in this 
worthwhile effort. 


The Coast Guard has proved once again to be the 
“LIFESAVERS.” (Photo by PA2 J.F. MOGENSEN) 





YN2 Steve Newell observes as a Red Cross nurse 
prepares a volunteer donor. YN2 Newell assisted the 
Red Cross during the blood drive which took place 
on March 20. (Photo by PA2 J.F. MOGENSEN) 








Armed Forces Day—May 20 
‘Eternal Vigilance . 


The observance of Armed Forces Day, May 20, is a 
well-earned tribute to U.S. Servicemembers and a reminder 
that military readiness is essential to ensuring peace and 
security for our Nation. 

Almost two centuries ago, President George Washington 
said, ‘There is a rank due to the United States among 
nations which will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the 
reputation of weakness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must 
be able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace, it must be 
known that we are at all times ready for war.” 

This is as true today as it was at the end of the 18th 
century. Thus, as we read and hear the debated pros and 
cons of military power and defense spending, we might keep 
in mind that such questions have been raised before. 
Throughout the history of the United States, it has been the 
tendency to prepare for war when it was forced upon us, 
and to dismantle our military forces when the fighting was 
over. 

This “national philosophy” goes back to 
post-Revolutionary War days. Those early U.S. citizens, leary 
of military might, thought that a large standing army should 
not be maintained in times of peace. And our ocean borders 
were considered natural protection. 

But such is no longer the case. Modern technology now 
enables a potential enemy to hurl missiles over or from 





. . Price of Liberty’ 


under the oceans onto our cities in a matter of minutes. This, 
coupled with today’s close East-West balance of power, 
makes it imperative that the United States be prepared for 
any eventuality. 

Such thinking is not new. Thomas Jefferson declared, 
“Eternal vigilance is the price of Liberty.” And his fellow 


Virginian, Patrick Henry, dramatically pointed out, “The 
battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, 
the active, and the brave.” Many years later, President 
John F. Kennedy said, “This Nation can afford to be 
strong—it cannot afford to be weak. We shall do what is 
needed to make and keep us strong.” 

Today, President Jimmy Carter echoes this theme that has 
been sounded by American statesmen throughout our 
history. He has stated, “While | am President, our military 
strength and our capability to defend freedom will be second 
to none in all the world.” 

The history of the world has shown that nations secure 
peace only through being prepared for war. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower perhaps expressed it best: “We seek 
peace, knowing—as all ages of man have known-—that 
peace is the climate of freedom. And now, as in no other 
age, we seek it because we have been warned by the power 
of modern weapons that peace may be the only climate 
possible for human life itself.” 














DOT NEWS 


COAST GUARD SEEKS 


BIDS FOR NEW 
HELICOPTERS 


The U.S. Coast Guard has announced a 
request for bid proposals for design and 
construction of 90 new short range recovery 
helicopters (SRR). 

Proposals will be accepted through June 
19, 1978 for a fixed price, with provisions for 
escalation. The first 15 helicopters are to be 
funded at the time the contract is awarded 
sometime during early 1979. 

Designed as an eventual replacement for 
the Coast Guard’s 16-year-old HH52 
helicopters, the SRRs will be used for 
multi-mission purposes including enforce- 
ment of laws and treaties, search and 
rescue, marine environmental protection 
and marine science activities. 








RIVER CURRENTS — 1958 


A carrier pigeon has been pressed into 
service for handling priority message traf- 
fic with the district. Pigeonmaster 1st Class, 
Carr, a veteran of 13 months on the “Glove” 
dispatches the “Pioneer IV” for priority 
dashes to St. Louis from the lower parts of 
the FOXGLOVE’s run, near Cairo. When 
the reporter wrote this little item up, the 
Skipper, Chief Boatswain Gruenwald, would 
not divulge the contents of the message. 

The Pigeon came aboard 5 months ago as 
a young pigeon and stayed. Now it’s wise to 
the world and still prefers its happy home 
aboard. 

(Ed. note: In that this incident was 
reported 20 years ago, the River Currents 
staff has been unable to confirm the facts 
but it sure makes an interesting story.) 


CHAMPUS NEWS 


CHAMPUS EXTENDS COVERAGE IN TWO 
AREAS 


CHAMPUS coverage has been extended for 
private (nongovernmental) ambulance 
transportation to Uniformed Services hos- 
pitals and for treatment of military 
Service-connected illnesses and injuries, 
according to Defense Department officials. 

The CHAMPUS Regulation unveiled last 
year excludes cost sharing for these 
categories of expenses. Program officials, 
however, have exercised the Regulation’s 
transitional authority to extend coverage 
for both. 


Ambulance Service 

Coverage for private ambulance service 
to Uniformed Services hospitals has been 
extended as an interim measure pending 
finalization of a plan that will provide 
better interface between CHAMPUS and 
the Uniformed Services direct care system. 
Details of the plan will be announced when 
available. 

Private ambulance service to Uniformed 
Services hospitals must meet criteria of the 
Program’s Regulation. For example, it must 
be medically necessary and related to a 
covered condition. 

Voluntary ambulances for which the 
operating organization requests a con- 
tribution but does not issue a legally 
binding bill are not covered by CHAMPUS. 
Neither is service provided by such vehicles 
as medicabs and ambicabs. 


Service-connected Conditions 

Coverage for military Service-connected 
injuries and illnesses has been extended 
while Congress considers several bills that 
would do away with the exclusion, which is 
based in law. 

The extension provides fair treatment for 
all affected beneficiaries while congres- 
sional action is pending, according to 
CHAMPUS officials. They add that the 
exclusion will go into effect on January 1, 
1979, if Congress has not acted by that time. 
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RENTS is published under the direction of 
the Public Affairs Office. 
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Material will be published on a space availa- 
ble, news, significance basis and by-lines may 
be given, if requested. 











Mobility Vital to Security 


National Defense Transportation Day 
(May 19) and National Transportation Week 
(May 14-20) are observances which under- 
score our Nation’s dependence on mobility. 
And throughout U.S. history, our transpor- 
tation system has always measured up to 
the demands placed on it, whether in war or 
peace. 


A few years ago during a crisis situation 
in the Middle East, U.S. Air Force planes 
delivered vitally needed supplies to the 
nation of Israel. A few years before that, 
American ships and planes transported 
massive amounts of supplies into Southeast 


Asia throughout the Vietnam War. 
During World War II, the United States 


was the arsenal of democracy, manufactur- 
ing arms and goods vitally needed by our 
allies. And the famous Liberty ships, turned 
out by the hundreds, provided the means for 
delivering wartime materials to nations all 


over the world. 
The genius to excel in the field of trans- 
portation goes back to our Nation’s begin- 


nings. Nowhere else in the world were there 
wagons and carriages that surpassed in 
performance and durability the Concord 


Stage Coach and the Conestoga Wagon that 
carried an entire Nation westward. 


It was also in the United States that the 
railroad received much of the impetus that 
was to make it the world’s primary means of 
transportation before the advent of the 
motor age. That age was also an American 
inspiration, the brain child of Henry Ford, 
who made possible mass production of the 
automobile. 

On the sea, Donald McKay of New- 
buryport, Mass., came up with the idea of 
the clipper ship, a beautiful and speedy 
answer to transport competition from mer- 
chant ships of other nations. No sailing ship 
to date has equalled the speed records of the 
clippers. 

The decline of the sailing ship was 
brought about by the steam ship, one of 
whose earliest developers was the Ameri- 
can Robert Fulton. Then, ships took to the 
air when a pair of bicycle builders — Orville 
and Wilbur Wright — decided to launch a 
new venture, and the air age was born. 

In proclaiming this year’s National De- 
fense Transportation Day and National 
Transportation Week, President Carter 
pointed out the fundamental relationship 
between transportation and our Nation’s 
welfare: “Transportation helps maintain 
our prosperity, ensure our national defense, 
and bind us together as a people. An 
efficient transportation network is impor- 
tant to maintain our quality of life.” 





JET SET I! 


Hijacking may be “out”, but hitchhiking 
on military aircraft is “in” according toJoin 
the JET SET II. The 246-page book features 
low/no cost travel bargains available to 
military personnel, both active duty and 
retired, and their dependents. Even non- 
military travelers are eligible for many of 
the travel savings featured inJET SET I]. 
This book written by military personnel and 
service wives provides first-hand experi- 
ences and many often overlooked econom- 


ical ways to see the USA and the world 
including HOW to get there, WHERE to 
stay and WHAT to watch out for. 

Military Travel News’ JET SET II tells 
Department of Defense families how to 
hitchhike aboard an Air Force Military 
Airlift Command flight on a Space Available 
basis to/from the USA, Europe, Pacific, 
South America, Great Britain, Australia, 
and Hawaii. JET SET II tells of the 
availability of free flights offered to all 
military personnel and most dependents 
when space is available. Medal of Honor 
holders, full time Red Cross and US citizen 
civilian employees of the Department of 
Defense (DOD) living overseas and their 
dependents are also eligible for free hops. 
JET SET II quotes directly from DOD 


regulations outlining procedures, eligibil- 
ity, routes and maps showing the worldwide 
network of opportunity flights. 

Also featured are special air fares, char- 
ter flights, discounts on airlines, trains, 
freighters, cruises and at hotels/motels 
stateside and around the world. A 
“Freebies” section has addresses where 
readers may write for specific travel infor- 
mation, including Foreign and State 
Tourist Organizations. Passport and visa 
requirements and customs regulations are 
included with data on whom to contact in an 
emergency overseas and a compilation of 
US Embassies and Consulates. Transient 
quarters, military facilities and recreation 
centers in the US and overseas where 
military families may stay economically are 
listed. The guide has special sections for 
retirees (military ID card holders) and 
service wives rendezvousing with their 
husbands overseas. 

Copies of JOIN THE JET SET II ON 
MILITARY OR RETIREMENT PAY are 
available from the publisher, Military 
Travel News, Box 9, Oakton, Va. 22124 for 
the mail order price of $4.40 ppd book rate, 
first class $5.50. Sample copies of Military 
Travel News and Travel News Association 
newsletters are available from the same 
address. (Please include $1.00 to cover 
postage and handling for the sample news- 
letters.) 





Ripples 


Congratulations goes to LDCR W.K. Elkins, 
X.0. of MSO Minneapolis/St. Paul, and to the 
Rosemont Flyers, a “squirt hockey” team. 
“Coach” Elkins and his team of 8 to 11 year old 
players won the traveling trophy in the 
Rosemont Area Athletic Association hockey 
play-offs. LCDR Elkins’s team lost only two 
games in regular season action. 


Cynthia Jean Burns, 19, is sworn into the Coast 
Guard by her father, CAPT. Bobby G. Burns, 
Chief, Marine Safety Division, CCGD2 Cynthia 
entered into the delayed enlistment program on 
April 3 and is scheduled to depart for basic 
training in Cape May, New Jersey this fail. 


Aaron L. Penberthy, 18, is sworn into the Coast 
Guard by his father, BMC V.R. Penberthy of 
Second District Operations. Standing opposite 
of Aaron is his brother, AD3 DaWayne L. 
Penberthy of USCG Air Station Mobile and MKC 
G.L. Fuller. Aaron is now undergoing basic 
training at TRACEN Alameda, California. 


MKCM Bobby J. Wallace is congratulated 
upon his retirement from the Coast Guard by 
CAPT William L. Webster, District Chief of Staff 
and CDR E.E.E. O'DONNELL, Chief, District 
Inspection Staff. 

Chief Wallace was honored at a retirement 
luncheon held on March 22. Chief Wallace 
retired after serving 24 years in the Coast Guard. 
MKCM Wallace worked in district naval engineer- 
ing for three years before moving to the position 
of Command Enlisted Advisor (CEA). 

The luncheon was attended by friends and 
Second District office personnel. Congratula- 
tions Bobby! 


MK 2 Eddie LOWRANCE is sworn in by CDR Richard 
H. CRAWFORD, USCGR Commanding Officer of 


CGRU Nashville. 


MKCS Charles Duncan is presented the Coast 
Guard Achievement Medal by RADM Wayne E. 
Caldwell, Second District Commander. Chief 
Duncan received the medal for his work at the 
C.G. Station Kargabarun, Turkey before his tour 
of duty at the Second District. Chief Duncan 
received the medal on March 30. 


SA Kenneth Schroer rappelling down the side 
of a building in a Gulfport disaster control 
exercise. 


A few months ago, 47 members of the 
Cincinnati Reserve Unit took part in a 
weekend disaster recovery training program 
at the Disaster Recovery School, U.S. Naval 
Construction Training Center, Gulfport, Mis- 
sissippi. 

The classes and practical exercises covered 
such topics as rappelling, special knot-tying, 
evacuation by litters, human reactions to 
natural disasters, and characteristics of nat- 
ural disasters. 


Transportation was arranged through the 
302nd Tactical Air Wing, based at Ricken- 
backer Air Force Base, Columbus, Ohio. 


This is the second year unit personnel have 
participated in such exercises to better pre- 
pare for flood related disaster response duty. 
Also participating in the airlift and training 
exercises were two Coast Guardsmen at- 
tached to the Cincinnati Marine Safety Office. 
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